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August 19, 2010 

 

To:       All Immunization Providers 

From:  DPHHS Immunization Program  

Re:      Latex Containing Syringe Tip Caps 

 

You may be aware of a recent issue involving labeling of latex containing syringe tip caps.   Specifically, the tip 

caps of the prefilled syringes of the following vaccines may contain natural rubber latex which may cause 

allergic reactions in latex sensitive individuals: 

 

 Agriflu;  

 Engerix; 

 Havrix; 

 Hiberix; 

 Fluarix; 

 Fluvirin; and  

 Fluzone. 

 

Although no adverse event reports have prompted labeling changes, each of the affected manufacturers is 

working on this issue with FDA to ensure that the prescribing information, package labeling, and provider 

communications contain important information about the latex content of flu and non-flu vaccines.      

 

In the event that we learn of manufacturer labeling efforts impacting timing of product delivery, we will share 

that information with you. 

 

Private providers will receive this information in their vaccine shipments directly from the manufacturers.  

However,  public vaccine shipments distributed by McKesson will not include this information.  Therefore, 

please feel free to use the attached flyers from each of the affected manufacturers to communicate with your 

providers this important information regarding the possibility of latex in tip caps of prefilled syringes.   

 

Please call (406) 444-5580 if you would like additional information or visit www.immunization.mt.gov for 

additional Breaking News. 

 

Lisa Underwood 

Immunization Section Supervisor 

1400 Broadway Rm C-211 

Helena, MT  59601 

(406) 444-0065 

http://www.immunization.mt.gov/

